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WAK – Preliminary Work on Overprint Forgeries
2003 - 2005

During this period Willie King made a start on a new forgery manual for overprints. The overprints 
studied were mainly the Hejaz ‘unframed Hashemite’ and the ‘framed Hashemite’ overprints. The 
work produced could be described as the gold standard for such a work, but is totally impractical 
considering the resources available today.

The source files for these documents were found on Willie’s computer and are now in safe hands.

It is important that this legacy is not lost as it is still relevant and a possible location for it is as a series 
of appendices in the new forgery manual.



Forgery Manual
 Overprint forgeries

Work by WAK - 2003



The Fallibility of Catalogues

Which conference?



The Fallibility of Catalogues

Which conference?

Stanley Gibbons 2016:
Second Gulf Postal Organization Conference, Dubai



The Fallibility of Catalogues

Which conference?

Michel 1999:
First Gulf Postal Organization Conference, Baghdad



The Fallibility of Catalogues

Which conference?

Scott 2024:
First Gulf Postal Organization Conference, Baghdad



The Fallibility of Catalogues

Which conference?

Yvert 2015:
First Gulf Postal Organization Conference



The Fallibility of Catalogues

Check the brochure!



The Fallibility of Catalogues

Gibbons copied the information from a similar design issued by the UAE 
which was for the second conference in Dubai. They even copied the 
designer’s name! The Saudi stamp was designed by Ibrahim Al-Turki. 

Gibbons even missed the obvious clue – the 
stamp states Baghdad



2024 World Health Day

The 2024 issue for World Health Day was released as a sheetlet of three 
supposedly identical stamps but notice how the background colour changes 

from chalky blue at left to a deep slate-violet at right. 

Notice also the variable contamination of white areas with blue. All three stamps 
differ. Was it designed this way or is the printing a mess?



1968 Jeddah to Dammam Highway

Cover sent by APA member Tom Righter. Three of the stamps have dots for 
Riyadh and Dammam added by hand.



Jeddah to Dammam Highway

When viewed under the microscope we see another picture.
The dots have been added by hand on top of the genuine printed dots.

Dots inserted by hand

Neat forgery with printed green dot 
clearly visible.

Irregular forgery with printed green 
dot obliterated.



Revenue Stamps – Different Ways to Pay a Tax

REVISED STAMP DUES REGULATIONS:  Fixed and proportional stamps are to be 

consolidated, and their face values are to be considered as a basis for accepting documents whether 

these documents were originally subject to fixed, proportional, or road stamps so long as the object 

is the affixture of stamps and the collection of their value without differentiation among them.

Three fragments of contracts follow, the tax required being 
5 riyals general documentary fee and 10 halalahs road tax.



Revenue Stamps – Different Ways to Pay a Tax

Tax paid using one 5 riyals general documentary tax stamp 
and one 10 halalahs road tax.



Revenue Stamps – Different Ways to Pay a Tax

Tax paid using one 5 riyals road tax stamp and one 10 
halalahs road tax.



Revenue Stamps – Different Ways to Pay a Tax

Tax paid using one 5 riyals road tax stamp and one 10 
halalahs road tax.



This ‘Show & Tell’ will be published on the APAI website.  If answers to 
members’ questions are received, they will be added to the relevant page

The website URL is shown on page 2 of Random Notes
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